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Sr. Presidente,

En Guatemala existe una crisis del Estado de Derecho, una cooptacion de todas las instituciones
publicas y un deterioro de derechos humanos. Segun datos de UDEFEGUA, en 2022 los ataques
contra personas defensoras se duplicaron respecto al afio anterior.

Estas agresiones las han sufrido principalmente personas operadoras de justicia y periodistas
independientes, asi como comunidades indigenas, organizaciones y personas que defienden los
derechos a la tierra, al territorio y al medio ambiente sano

El uso abusivo del sistema judicial para reprimir la defensa de derechos humanos, y la completa
impunidad de los actores de ataques contra operadores de justicia y personas defensoras,
amenazan la democracia en el pais.

Este contexto esta beneficiando a perpetradores de crimenes contra la humanidad, y de corrupcion
y crimen organizado. Se utilizan las instituciones del Estado para imponer intereses econdmicos
contra los derechos de la poblacion.

Reiteramos el lamado urgente a este Consejo para que exhorte de forma colectiva a Guatemala a
garantizar la independencia judicial, a prevenir e investigar ataques contra personas defensoras y
operadoras de justicia; y a garantizar un proceso electoral transparente. Hoy mas que nunca, este
Consejo debe usar su rol preventivo antes que la situacion de derechos humanos en Guatemala
llegue a un punto sin retorno.

Gracias
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Mr. President,

Guatemala experiences a crisis of the rule of law, a co-optation of all public institutions and a
deterioration of human rights. According to data from UDEFEGUA, in 2022 attacks against human
rights defenders doubled compared to the previous year.

These aggressions have been suffered mainly by justice operators and independent journalists, as
well as by indigenous communities, organizations and individuals who defend the rights to land,
territory, and a healthy environment.

The abusive use of the judicial system to repress the defence of human rights, and the complete
impunity of the perpetrators of attacks against justice operators and defenders, threaten
democracy in the country.

This context is benefiting perpetrators of crimes against humanity, corruption and organized crime.
State institutions are being used to impose economic interests against the rights of the population.

We reiterate our urgent call to this Council to collectively urge Guatemala to guarantee judicial
independence, to prevent and investigate attacks against defenders and justice operators, and to
guarantee a transparent electoral process. Today more than ever, this Council must use its
preventive role before the human rights situation in Guatemala reaches a point of no return.

Thank you.
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