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Gracias Sr. Presidente,

Agradecemos el reporte del Relator y coincidimos en que es fundamental proteger los
conocimientos tradicionales de las personas campesinas y los pueblos indigenas. Ain mas cuando
las opciones y alternativas de las comunidades garantizan sistemas alimentarios que ayudan a la
proteccion del medio ambiente y a una alimentacion adecuada.

En Guatemala, no se priorizan iniciativas disefiadas a fortalecer la agricultura familiar campesina o
las dindmicas de intercambio y comercio locales, que contribuyen a una alimentacion
autosuficiente, sana, culturalmente apropiada y dirigida a una soberania alimentaria. Por el
contrario, se apoyan medidas y leyes, como el uso de la propiedad intelectual en prejuicio de las
comunidades o el Reglamento Técnico de Bioseguridad de Organismos Vivos Modificados para usos
agropecuarios, que implican la introduccion de transgénicos o hibridos que amenazan la
biodiversidad y semillas nativas, ademas de la contaminacion genética y las afectaciones a la salud
por necesitar agrotoxicos.

Durante la pandemia del Covid-19, el derecho humano a una alimentacién adecuada se vio afectado
debido al debilitamiento institucional y los impactos socioecondmicos derivados de politicas
excluyentes y discriminatorias que beneficiaron empresas extractivistas y agroindustriales. Incluso,
el numero de niflos con desnutricion aguda se triplicd durante el primer afio de la pandemia en
2020.

Es fundamental que Guatemala adopte politicas que aborden y alivien las amenazas a una
alimentaciéon adecuada de las comunidades, incluidas las amenazas a sus medios de vida
tradicionales. Por eso, le preguntamos al Relator ¢ qué medidas especificas se pueden implementar
para hacer una transicidn inclusiva y participativa hacia un modelo basado en la agroecologia? Y
solicitamos que visite de manera oficial a Guatemala.

Gracias Sr. Presidente,



?"’

<  FIAN o8 Franciscans International
(s |NTERNATIONAI— A voice at the United Nations

49th Human Rights Council Session
Item 3: Interactive dialogue with the Special Rapporteur on the right to food

March 2022

Delivered by David Humberto Paredes Guillermo

Thank you Mr. President,

We welcome the report of the Special Rapporteur and agree that it is essential to protect the
traditional knowledge of peasants and indigenous peoples. This is of utmost importance since this
knowledge guarantees the food systems of communities, which help protect the environment and
provide adequate food.

In Guatemala, there is no prioritization of initiatives designed to strengthen peasant family
agriculture or the dynamics of local trade and commerce. These initiatives are key as they contribute
to a self-sufficient, healthy, culturally appropriate diet, and aim to achieve food sovereignty. On the
contrary, negative measures and laws are supported, such as the use of intellectual property to the
detriment of communities or the Technical Regulation on Biosafety of Living Modified Organisms
for agricultural uses, which involve the introduction of transgenics or hybrids that threaten
biodiversity and native seeds in addition to genetic contamination and health problems caused by
the use of agrochemicals.

During the Covid-19 pandemic, the human right to adequate food was affected due to institutional
weakening and socio-economic impacts of exclusionary and discriminatory policies that benefited
extractive and agribusiness companies. The number of children with acute malnutrition tripled
during the first year of the pandemic in 2020.

It is critical that Guatemala adopts policies that address and alleviate threats to adequate food for
communities, including threats to their traditional livelihoods. For this reason, we ask the Special
Rapporteur what specific measures can be implemented to make an inclusive and participatory
transition towards a model based on agroecology. We also request an official visit to Guatemala by
the Special Rapporteur.

Thank you Mr. President,



